109TH CONGRESS REPORT
1st Session HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 109-275

MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR ENERGY AND WATER DE-
VELOPMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2006, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

NOVEMBER 7, 2005.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. HOBSON, from the committee of conference,
submitted the following

CONFERENCE REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 2419]

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2419)
“making appropriations for energy and water development for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and for other purposes”,
having met, after full and free conference, have agreed to rec-
ommend and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows:

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amend-
ment of the Senate, and agree to the same with an amendment, as
follows:

In lieu of the matter stricken and inserted by said amendment,
insert:

That the following sums are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, for energy and water development and for other
purposes, namely:
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Integrated spent fuel recycling.—Given the uncertainties sur-
rounding the Yucca Mountain license application process, the con-
ferees provide $50,000,000, not derived from the Nuclear Waste
Fund, for the Department to develop a spent nuclear fuel recycling
plan. Under the Nuclear Energy account, the conferees provide ad-
ditional research funds to select one or more advanced recycling
technologies and to complete conceptual design and initiate pre-en-
gineering design of an Engineering Scale Demonstration of ad-
vanced recycling technology. Coupled with this technology research
and development effort, funds are provided under the Nuclear
Waste Disposal account to prepare the overall program plan and to
initiate a competition to select one or more sites suitable for devel-
opment of integrated recycling facilities (i.e., separation of spent
fuel, fabrication of mixed oxide fuel, vitrification of waste products,
and process storage) and initiate work on an Environmental Impact
Statement. The site competition should not be limited to DOE sites,
but should be open to a wide range of other possible federal and
non-federal sites on a strictly voluntary basis. The conferees re-
mind the Department that the Nuclear Waste Policy Act prohibits
interim storage of nuclear waste in the State of Nevada. To support
the development of detailed site proposals for this competition, the
conferees make a total of $20,000,000 available to the site offerors,
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with a maximum of $5,000,000 available per site. To be eligible to
receive these funds, each applicant site must be able to identify all
state, regulatory, and environmental permits required for permit-
ting this facility, including identifying any legislative or regulatory
prohibitions that might prevent siting such a facility. The conferees
direct the Secretary to submit a detailed program plan to the
House and Senate Committees on Appropriations not later than
March 31, 2006, and to initiate the site selection competition not
later than June 30, 2006. The target for site selection is fiscal year
2007, and the target for initiation of construction of one or more
integrated spent fuel recycling facilities is fiscal year 2010. Any
funds deemed to be in excess of the needs for the integrated recy-
cling program plan may only be diverted to other activities after
submittal and approval of a formal reprogramming to Congress.
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